Alkoxycarbonyl isothiocyanates are highly reactive functional compounds which undergo a wide range of condensation and ring cyclization reactions in modern synthetic organic chemistry [2, 3]. We have recently reported on a facile synthesis of methyl oxazolo[5,4-d]pyrimidin-2-carbamates which involves the cyclodesulfurization of a methoxycarbonylated thiourea derivative with 1,"-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCC) [4]. It has been assumed that this cyclization reaction proceeds via the formation of a reactive carbodiimide intermediate, similar to that reported [5] for the cyclization of o-aminophenyl aryl and alkyl thioureas.
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Alkoxycarbonyl isothiocyanates are highly reactive functional compounds which undergo a wide range of condensation and ring cyclization reactions in modern synthetic organic chemistry [2, 3] . We have recently reported on a facile synthesis of methyl oxazolo[5,4-d]pyrimidin-2-carbamates which involves the cyclodesulfurization of a methoxycarbonylated thiourea derivative with 1,"-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCC) [4] . It has been assumed that this cyclization reaction proceeds via the formation of a reactive carbodiimide intermediate, similar to that reported [5] for the cyclization of o-aminophenyl aryl and alkyl thioureas.
In order to explore the scope of this synthetic methodology, we attempted the preparation of a guanosine derivative by a condensation of 5-amino-l-(P-D-ribofuranosyl)-imidazole-4-carboxamide (AICA-riboside) (1) with methoxycarbonyl isothiocyanate followed by a treatment of the resulting thiourea derivative 5-[l-(3-methoxycarbonyl)thioureido]-l-(~-D-ribofuranosyl)imidazole-4-carboxamide (2)
[6] with DCC (Scheme I) [7] . A literature survey revealed that, although a variety of cyclization reactions have provided synthetic routes to guanosine [8] , this specific method (vide supra) had not been examined. Since DCC is known to form N,N'-disubstituted carbodiimides from N,N'-disubstituted thioureas in a reversible equilibrium reaction [9] , we reasoned that an intramolecular attack of the amide nitrogen atom on the carbodiimide carbon atom Modification of this methodology towards the successful synthesis of guanosine derivatives is currently under active investigation in our laboratory.
